
ON THE OTHER HAND: THE OPPOSING
VIEWPOINTS SERIES AND THE

APPROACH IT REPRESENTS

Reviewed by JOHN J. GIBBS and KATHLEEN J. HANRAHAN
Indiana University of Pennsylvania

The Opposing Viewpoints series and its competitors are doing for
many professors what we used to do for ourselves when copyright laws
were more liberal and when the amount of information pertinent to any
issue was more manageable. The series covers a variety of contemporary
issues in criminal justice and related disciplines (e.g., the war on drugs and
the death penalty) and offers some more general titles (e.g., American Pris-
ons and Crime and Criminals), again with a focus on issues. Each paper-
back volume in the series presents a range of opinions on selected
questions —for example, "Is the war on drugs necessary?" or "Should pris-
ons be privatized?" Generally, these opinion pieces are heavily edited orig-

inal articles or essays from professional, scholarly, trade, and mass market
books and periodicals.

The primary question we address in this essay is not how well these
volumes do what they are doing when compared with (say) how well other
series do it or how well professors do it or used to do it. Our primary
purpose is broader and more basic: it is to explore the approach to learning
that is reflected in Opposing Viewpoints as a representative of the genre.

Our review strategy has been to examine, in some detail, samples of
the offerings of this series and to reflect on the assumptions about teaching
and learning that underlie such a series. We have talked with colleagues
who use Opposing Viewpoints in their courses, and we have reflected on
our experiences in using compilations of materials on particular topics.
Throughout we have been guided by selected literature on the nature of
education.

In presenting Opposing Viewpoints as a representative of a genre, we
are making assumptions about the intended purposes and typical uses of
these kinds of materials. In assessing Opposing Viewpoints we make a
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