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He Is One OF 21




Ex-Convicts Teach Delinquents Crime Doesn’t Pay
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that makes ropae ateful
« if they don't have m‘g’o out,
a small bus jounced among
construction sites on Roose-
velt Island and pulled up in
, front of Goldwater Memonal

Out of the bus, into the
torrential ran, and up a
flight of steps into the hospi-
tal weat 10 elderly men and
women, two of them past
80, two of them blind Th
didn't have to be there Th
trip from Manhattan had|
been made by choice by these|
members of RSVP (Retired)
Senior Volunteer Program)

Once in the 1000-bed
municpal hospital, which
for long-term patients, th
10 volunteers fanned out,
they knew where to go be-
cause they have been going
there every Thursday, some
of them for more than a
year.

George Silberman, 66 who
describes himself as “an old
bachelor” and whose small
mustache 1s in keeping with
| his dapper appearance, head
| ed for the ward where 19.
| year-old Bernadette Johnson,
[ blind and bedridden with mul-

tiple scierosis, was waiting

for him to jot down the

Rﬁrlry she composes in her

ead

e cannot write and can
barely speak (she will turn
ber sightless eyes toward a
visitor and manage, in her
hesitant  way, to whisper,
“I'm like a child,” but Mr.
Silberman has learned to un.
derstand her and he writes
her tic cles as she
says them and then reads
them back to her. Often she

i o e
They re All Past 60, Retired,
And All Are Trying to Help

By VIRGINIA LEE WARREN corrects him as regoeuhq
On the kind of windswept ~~— ¥ STHTIIT—win- ha:
moming with driving rain

| docs mending for the patients,

)

llusions about the hm.
alue of the verse, which is
mostly about love, managed
to get some of it published
rot long ago in the news
letter put out by the Hudson

Guild-Fulton Senior Centeny

Then he told people at the
cenler about the person who
had written it Result Ber-
padette received about 35
ards that brightened at least

few days for her,
clen

8s

lients coming to see her.
)

Rt e
Mrs, Mattlt “fooks-20

years younger than she is)

On this. particutar
Batlian..

A wbeelchair patient
who bas been |n the
for nine years, dro

white walllng for her hus-
tand o visit,
RO Spiciman, who s

blind, was 1n another part of
the hospital, teaching 19-
year-old Lydia David, who is
sightiess and in a wheelchair,
how to au a telephone

Russell, an RSVP volunteer
who is blind—she is a clergy-

man's widow — was sur-  bulding of morale among

The program’s purpose is to enrich
the giver as well as the

recelver, providing the elderly
with a chance to turn

a lifetime of experience

into help for people who need it.

rounded by patients in wheel-  elderly, The volunteer organ-
chairs, listening to her tapes  [Zalion was started here a
of barber shop music a little more than a year and

David Feldman, a 60.year- pa half ago by the ‘Commu-
old diabetic, a widower for | nity Service Society with the
many years, used to sew ( Federal agency, ACTION,
rugs for a living Now he

bearing part of :re cost,_lts

talking  with  them as
he works. But on this par
ticular day ho was packing
the belongings of a paraplegic
who was going back to North
Carolina (o live with a sister.
Mr. LEva Mattus, 81, wa
in the canteen, w
looks after patients’ visitors
while they wait to see the

|Amuhmf

€ volunieers are quite

patients, She also has pa- aware that_they afi"detnp lnm snv: that, in fact
the mode|

| for the na
uoml ISVP program.) '1
0
6

0’9

Tha Now York Timew/ Etward Maswner
Helen Satterthwaite, an RSVP volunteer, conducts a slide lecture for
elderly men and women gathered at Temple Beth Jacob in the East Bronx.

THE NEW YORK TIMEi

helped JnLlh&Xh.det
mx ofher: who s espe-

guu{ul to the program

elen Satterthwaite, who
zoﬂ around giving illus-
trated lectures sponsored by
. the Metropolitan Museum of
" Ant

The Met has now trained
about 50 members of RSVP
In its Semior Slide Lecture
Program. At least 24 of them,
Including Miss Satterthwaite,
were recruited by RSVP from
the Gotham Chapter of the
American Association of Re-
red Persons, St. George's
Church (Episcopal)

Volunteer work was not
w to Miss Satterthwaite,
she has been doing it since
her retirement 1n 1969 from
the health and welfare divi-
sion of the Metropolitan Life
Insurance Company. But, she
says, the opportumity to work
in art has brought her a
special joy Recently she gave
an illustrated talk on Whis-
| ter to about 70 elderly men
| and women at a luncheon
| at Temple Beth Jacob in the
\h“ Bronx
| “I''e been out a dozen
Itimes  on art lectures
|in Queens, Manhattan and the
Bronx,” Miss Satterthwaite
aid as she unpacked the
lides in the temple's base-
ent dining-hall, “And I've
tten so much out of the
rogram that 1 feel indebted
lot of ume for advance

Tpreparation s required but
I enjoy that too, and then
there are such rewards”

Active In 4 Boroughs

There are now x|~
neiey in

attan, the Bronx, Brook.

Iyn and Queens. (There ard

none on Staten Island, which
has an older volunteer

Ai_the Florence Nigh

NUFsT 'k'"'ﬂm: Tor it
e, some of the resident
make 5ix_cally apiece ever
Tuesday and” Thursday te
homadound peesons who Tiv
alone

There are already a num

ber of local neighborhoo
programs and RSVP is work
ing toward having a networ
of them so that an older per
son living anywhere in thy
city will be able to choos
a possible volunteer assi
ment within a reasonabl,
distance. At present, grou
transportation is providec
from central points.

No task seems too demand
ing or lnmraun for thy
members of leed

RSVP.
more State Hospital for—TH,
peaple from the First Pres
m Enmnicg
. An

118in HDIII m‘l‘
where SOME fe_ pupil
ave _physical ﬁll

abilities” as ~cerebral _palsy
RSVP_VOIONETs help on
_ofe-{6-one Basis.
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