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I accepted your Program Committee’'s invitation -~ or,
to put it mora accurately, I eagerly jumped at this
opportunity-- because I have somewhere along convinced
myself that we ~-- my collaborator and I -- have built 2
more effective (or at least a more congenial) mouse trap.
I could try to document this conceit by offering you an
inventory of dead mice, but as you know there are less
offensive vehicles for that kind of report. Instead, I
propose to dcal here with several more or less distinctive
aspects of our work, and I shall give you the flavor of
some of the impressions we have been accumulating.

But before I turn to the "social psychology of
violence” I must tell you about the social psychology of
our project, and I have to start with the claim that our
staff is probably collectively superior to the persomnel
of other projects. Our top rescarcher, for example, is
an interdisciplinary social scientist for whom I cannot

find enough praise. His name is Manuel Rodriguez, and his

#Invited Address, Division 8, American Psychological
Association, Prepared for Delivery September 5, 1966. The
findings reported herein were obtained under the auspices
of an NIMH rcsearch grant to the Institute for the Study
of Crime and Delinquency, Sacramento. J. Douglas Grant
is the project co=-director.




academic background consists of an cighth grade education,
a term in the U.S8, Army Supply 5chool and a short course
in automobile repair.

But Rodriguez has other academic qualifications.
Before the age of eighteen, he wag arrested for malicious
mischief and assault. Later, he was sentenced for such
offenses as armed robbery, burglary, f£irearms possession,
narcotic addiction and drunk driving, (I might as well
confess that since joining us Manuel has been arrested
once again, this time for driving without a liccnse while
engaged in research.)

Rodriguecz has gpent fifteen of his thirty-six years
Lehind bars, mostly in the California State Prison at
San Quentin, And it was as an immate at San Quentin that
Rodriguez became interested in the subject of our research.
He himcelf describes the beginning of his interest as
follows:

"1 was assigned to the weight-lifting section
of the gymnasium, Most of the more violence-prone
inmates come herc to blow off steam at one time or
another, It is also sort of a refuge where an
inmate can get away from the pressures of staff
scrutiny and the yards. We try to keep violence
nonexistent, if possible, in this section. This
was part of my job, although it was not explicit.

In many cases--as a peacemaker-- I had to convince

both would-bz conbatants that they could retreat with-

out loging face or pride.

Most inmates contemplating violence will usually
go to a respectad member of the prison community
for advice on “Zhall I kill this guy or not?” I and
a friend of mine were two of these persons so
respected. When these guys who are straddling the

fence between violence and none=violence came tﬁ us
we began to actively prescribe non-violence...




As you can sce, Rodriguez started out as an informed

layman, with a completely pragmatic concern with violence.

w

Today he is a sophiszticated researcher, and he i3 an
expert on the subject,

Manuel's transmutation began in early 1565, when he
became a trainee in the New Careers Development Project
directed by my collabowxator, J. Douglas Grant. This
revolutionary program is aimed at converting standard
clients of professional services (such as Manuel) into
dispensers of professional services~-or at least, inte
intermediaries betwean clients and professionals.
Research work seemed one obvious target for this effort--
for one reason, because subjects are too often unconcerned
with research, and therefore faill to participate whole-
heartedly in it. Iomate Rodriguez was thus put to work,
during his training period in prison, on the {irst stage
of our study, His work included rasearch design, as well
as code construction, interviewingz and coding. After
Manuel Rodriguez was rceleased on parsle, we were happy
to be able to hire him as a staff member,

Cutside, Rodriguez has acted as our principal inter-
viewer., He has interviewad parolees with violent records

fricers., He

e

and citizens who have assaulted pelice o 3
not only a sympathetic and incisive interviewsr, but
bacame unusually successful in stimulating interest among
potential subjects. I might add that Manuel is 5° 107

tall and weighs 175 pounds. He gonerally wears shirts
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that allow an unimpeded view cf two arm=fulls of tattoos.
In addition, when we begon the police assaulter interviews,
Manuel grew a bushy moustache to nmale bimself look ~- as

Le puts it -~ more Tsubculture”, This prop undergirds an
invitation to participate that starts with the words, "We
are not a snitch outfit®, but then proceeds to a thoughtiul,
lionest exposition of cur objective,

In our project, we have tried to study the social
psychology of violence in two special settings. One ic that
of conflicts betwecen police officers and citizens; the
other is the penal institution. In our prison studies,
we operate with a resident research staff that combines
sophistication, practical experience, and the ability
to inspire confidence in our informants. Our group in
San Quentin, for instance, consists of six men whose
graduate training adds up to 83 ycars of confinement.
Their competence to siudy violenze in prisons is partly
exemplified by the fact that five of our six researchers
also qualfied as subjects,

But then, I must stress that in our study we have
tried to blur the lionc between tho observer and the
observed, Each of our intervieweaes, for exzample, is
invited to sit down with wus to coaceptualize the data
obtained from him. Each one is asked to help us find
common denominators in the particular:s obtained in the
interview, Each once gets the same opportunity we do to

play scientist, and becomes a minor partner in our enterprisa.



I wish I had the time to illustrate for you here the
axtraordinary sophiztication of the material we cbtain
from our non-profaessional collaborators.(l But I
must pass over this icsue, and tell you something about
our theoretical apprcach and about cuz data:

Ysocial

I like to refoer to our perspactive as
psychological’”, not only out of loyalty to my upbringing,
but also because we try to focus--probably more than
other students of aggression--on the inter-personal
events that lead up to violent acts. We try to £ind
consistencies or patterns in the games people play with
each other that lead one or another to physical harm,

In our analysis of documents and in our interviews with

several hundred contending partics, we have carefully

divided the antcecedents of violent acts iato stages ox

steps or moves or actions, and catalogued accompanying
feelings and underlying assumptions. We have then tried
to group these subjcective and inter-personal sequences
into types.

Let me illustrate the method and itz results with
one or two brief examples. First, I should like to tz2ll

you what we mean by a type of viclence-producing personal

inter-action. Second, I shall try to introduce you to
2 J

what we understand by a pattern of violence within a

The written version of this address contains an
appendix with sawmples of this matcrial,
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person. Lastly, I'1l ¢ry to place twe recurrantly violent

persons in oppociticu to cach othew o that we can considexr
the colligion of theiv patterns.

Taking f£irst thc problem of tywing violence-prone
interactions, consider the rescarch area I previously
mentioned, the inereacingly popular participation sport
of assaulting your neigbborhood police officer:

To arrive at an understanding of how such incidents
arise, we startcd by content analyzing 444 police descrip-
tions of assaultc on themselves., We then interviewed as
many of the assaulters as we could zonveniently locate,
and we extendedly conferred with their ostensible viciims,
I might add that our work was made casy through the full
cooperation of the Oakland Police Department. I, for one,
have found no evidence to confirm an anti-research sterzo-
type of police agencies, given a situation like ours in
which there is an cpen interchange of concerns and
speculations. I chould also add that in our police
interviews w2z have followed our procedure of approximating
peer interviews by securing the services of Raymond Galvin,

professor of Police Administration, ©o act as our
interviewer, 1 honectly shudder to think that anyone could

talk nore candidly than some of the officers we have

interviewed in this £ashion,
Our contcnt analysis showed that police assaults

tand to occur as a result of fairly standardized games



between officers and citizens. In 266 out of 444 incidents,
for example, orders or instructiomns >y the officer played
soma kind of precipitating role., In 2456 of the incidents,
the violence occurred after the assaulter had expressed

his contempt fov the officer, and thae officer had con-
tinued to press his casaz. In 67 of the conflict gituations,
the final precipitating act of the offi
rlacing his hands on the potential assaulter, afier he
(the officer, that is) had concluded that vorbal
injunctions ware inzffective. The most frequant sequence
we encountered beginc with an order or reguest by the
officer, which eliciis a contemptuous raesponse from tha
citizzn, (sometimes punctuated with picturesque language.)
The scquenca repeats itself and e¢ads a variable number

of steps later--in some instances after a notification

of arrest, in others without it. This Basic Sequence
accounts for scme 40% of the incidents we examined.

Let me illustrate by reading verbatim two of the
briefer policec reports descriptive of the basic pattern.,
Identifying names have been changad, but che flavor of
the original Is obvicusly preservad., The following
is the simple form of the sequence:

While patrolling Golden Gate Park this date

in plain clothes, 1 ohserved suspect loitering around

and looking in an auto., As auto boosting is a

constant pronlen in the Park, I approached suspect,

identificd nyself and asked Lim what he was doing

around auto. He said that hie was looking at it.
Suspect was carryiag wmotorcycle=type heluet and 1
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aszled him i

im 1% the motorecycle yparlzd nearby was his.
He replied ¢
ntif

Jthat it was, I tihen askazd suspect_fox
somz identificatfon and he staited chat he would

show mz nothing., Hz then wallad ovsr to the
motorcycle and wemoved a knapcacl from it and

walked away. I Zollowed the suspa2ct and again
showad my identiiication; he sald that he under-
stood that I was a policeman Lut would rafuse to
talk to me., As the suspect was walking rapidly
away, I attemptad to block hiz linz of degarture.
Suspect than pushed me aside and stated, "If you
touch me, I'1l hurt you.” I attzmpted to physically
restrain the suspsect and we toth £211 to tha ground.
The suapzct continued his thre2ats of bodily harm and
upon arising attompted to pull me £o the ground.

The sccond examrles is a somawhat more complex version
of ths same sequenca, The officer writss:

Whils on routine patrol, at 2Y15AM, this datz,

the rzporting oificers obgerved a group of young

men who appcaraed to be under 1¢ yeavrs of age, which
would placa thew in violation of curfaw., CLficer
Sunshine callad to tho group to stop as they were
walking away £rom tho reporting officers. The whole
group stoppzd and turnad to Oflicer Zunshine except
suspect #1, who kept walkingz, Oificer Sunshine again
called to suspeet #1 to stop and to produce his
identification. OSuspect #1 contiruad walking in an
apparcnt attempt o avoid bzing stoppad. It was
necessary for OfXficer Sunshinz to rsach out and grasp
suspect #1 by thiz shoulder ¢o stop him., At this
point, suspect #1 turned and grabbad OFficer Sunshina's
arms and attempiad to push Cificer Zunshine back
ﬁgainst the building. At thoe same time, he shouted,
Wwhy should I show you any 1.,D,7" O:fficer Sunshine
than took the suspect into cusitody and attemptad o
take him to a n=2arby callbox. Instzad of cooparating,
tha suspect struggled and kicked in his zfforts to
goet frea., Suspect #2 then approachad and attempted
to frez suspoet #l and it was necessary for Officor
Moonbeam o foreceably roestrain suspzet #2. Suspect
#1 continued to vesist whilz k2 was being handcuifcs
and made verbal threats against thz officers, Sgt.
Géronimo Moss and Officer ¥F. L. Clover arrived on

the scena and aided the reporiting officers in
subduing rhz suspects,




The second most frequent sequence we encountered,
which covers some 27% of the incidants, is one in which
violence is alrzady manifest as the officer entexs the
stage. In sueh instances, extrenme delicacy ic cobviocusly
raquired to incure that the action does not transfer to
the officer. Unfortumately, only too often the requisites
for a peaceful solution are not present, and an abbreviated
version of our basic zsequence follcws. In the two
illustrations I have gszlected for you, one contains
some prelinminary verbal exchange, and the other does not.

Here is the first

o

ncident, which is fairly typical of
a degenerating domestic dispute encompacsing a police
gfficer. Tha report reads:

Reportee stated that her husband, the suspect,
had arrived home shortly before and had broken the
window next tc the door, entaring the premises
located at 387 Peyton Place. The suspect was asked
by the reporting officers what had occurred and he
stated he had broken the window and did not like
our presence in his apartment. Whon told we were
requested to come up by his wife, he becane very
bellizaerent and stated that we never come through
his doors without a werrant. He was advised that
we were neraly attempiing to ascertain what bhad
occurred in the ‘nterests of praserving the
peace and in the interests of his wife's safety.

She was cmoticnally distraupht and literally

shaking in what was assumed tc e fear., The suspeet
becane very bellicose and ordarad us from the “blank,
blank house,” At this time he took a swing at
Cfficer Octane, In tha cource of the next few
ninutes it took congiderablc effort to restrain

his onslaught of fists and feet. £ficer Octanc
incurred a severe laccration on the index finger cf
his left hand. Once handculifed, the suspect
attenpted to further carry on with his violence to
the point that it was necessary to handeuff his
ankles together.
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The second illustraticn is tha type of incident in

which violence is 50 tuch the order of the day that the

~

officers become almost incidentally victimized:

At approuzimately 4:10AM, thisz date, Sgt. Searche
light and I were called by ti:e above complainants
who stated to us that the below arrested person came
into the World Wide Hot Dog ltand, picked up the
pushbroom and struck the Counter, causing considerable
damage to zaid counter, The below arrested then van
into McGee's Do-iut Shop and deliberately pushed
over a large tray of do-nuts. Upon seeing reporting
officers cnter, be ran to the extreme rear of the
premises whereupcn he picked up a ladder and attempted
to strike officers and he then threw a ladder at Sgt.
Searchlight's haad. Considerable force was necessary
in properly restraining him and Jduring which time
both officers ware repeatedly kicked and struck with
fists. 1Im renoving hinm from thisc rear room he
deliberately kickaed over a large rack containing
snails and do-nuis. He then kicked over a metal
container with avproximately % gallon of jelly in
it. Upon takinz hinm to the sidewalk area, he
attempted to kick the plate glass window of the
adjoining prenisaes, and during that time, both officers
were kicked again, At this time Sigmund Watson
inzisted that this situation was not being properly
handled. He dermanded that we release the below
arrested and intarferred to the extent that it
made it far nore difficult to perform our lawiul
dutices. Watsocrn was warned to lzave but refused.

Both men taken to City Prison and booked.
0f course, a typology of sequances such as thesa
does not reprasent an answar to tiie question of how

violence comes about--rather, it poses the question.

o

It provides us with

lia stage setting inm which the

o

[y
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gane takes place and furniches an outline of the plot,

Thus zquipped, we can proceed to £iad cut how cach
qulpped, F

character contributed to the proceedings. The main

research objective becomes a spaocification of who does




=2
Y

what tc whom to curmulatively produce viclence--and why
he does it.
The emphasis in our study iz thus not on the typology

rical genesis of such

cf vioclent incidenis, but on the tyr

incidents by typically violent persons, We have triad

to understand and to classify persons who recurrently

participate in violent incidents. Zven in our police

study, we have concenirated on chronically assaulted

officers and on citcisens with assaultive records. The
2 1

aim is to find patterns among the incidoents of viclence

in which a given perscn has been involved.

Such patrterns are essentially of two kinds. One

includes types of attitude or personal reaction. The

cticef source of patterning here lies in the linmited range
of situations that a violent person Jefines as justiiying
or as requiring foreca. For exanmple, wheveas one individual
may feel that physical action iz in order when some rule
has been viclataed, another nmay teud to retaliate against
what he sees as arbitrary authority, and a third may
habitually use £orce to acquire desired commoditizs.

A sccond category of violence-pronce personal reaction

is responsiveness to what we have called 'the chorus''--
that 15, to other persons (xeal or imaginary) who exercise
influence in the dircetion of viclence., This type of

responsiveness ranges from the desirs for status in a
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roup that prizes cookativeness, =0 pavticipation in a
mutual protection assceiation or in a fighting team.
The second broad category of personal patterns of

violence is that of violence-proue strategics, and the

most dramatic of these is that of lLiabitual clumsinoess,

w

ither in handling inter-pexsonal groblems or din assessing

their import.

or
&
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icer who habitually “comes
on strong'’, for instarvce, f£alls into this greup. Anotherw
kind of violencu-prone strategy consists of techniques
designed to bring abcut situations the parson can define
as requiring vislence., The range covers such strategiss
as a penchant for threatening cr challenging others, a
predilection f£or hostile verbal play, and the tendency
to fzel persecutced and toc react accordinugly.

But again, I feel I'n becoming somewhat abstract, and
I shall therefore give you an example, consisting of two
incidents involving the same individual., These incidents
are drawn from onc of our intervicws with persons on
rarole who have been classified by the Parole Division
as habitually ascsaultive, The first excerpt relates tc an
avent that occurred in a state prisciu. Our subject is
describing a cozy evening by the institutional fireside:
53 Well, they got barracks there like camps and were
l1iving in the barracks at the time, and we were all jack

up on beans, and we were watching this card game.

I: You were lcaded cn Benzedrine pillg?
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3: Yeh, and we werz watching these cats play cards, and
we were standing behkind this colored dude. He was one
of these big iron lifters, you Inow, About ninety feet
wide, you know, hea waﬂ one of these., And he turnced
around and tolc us, hitey, nan, don't stand behind nme,
punk, when I'n playﬂnt,“ you lmow, /And I just look d at
my partnar and he lookad at me, you know, and didn't say
nothing, just stood there. Cause we were running the
barracks anyway. ¥We delt we did.

It Who was Vhitey?

5¢ He was my partner., I just locked at him for his
reaction, and he lockad at me for nine. I just smiled and
he smiled and we stcod thexe. We faly like, you know,
More or lesa, what I said was, "Do what you want, I'n
with you.” And he locked at me lzkc you kunow, ""You
there?” You know, because he wasn't about to whip that
big aucker. Anid he turned around again and hg said,
you know, "I told you not £o stand bohlné ne.”  And
lie said, you know, “Bless you, man, And the dude got ur,
man, so 1 hit him on one side and the other dude hit hin,
and we were both on him, man. And we beat him to a pulp.
Fixed him up bad, man, And nobody jumped in, you know.
Course we had about 3ix or seven partners in the barracke
and at the time therec was only about Lour colored dudes in
there., And they didn't get into itj you know how thuy
are, man, about half of them got to "have tin wich them,
co they didn't get in it, so we jusi, once we got poing,
we just wasted the dude. And that was that. 3Sent hin on
down to the hospital, /nd arter that I felt 11Ke a king,
mar. felt like, you konow, “"I'm the man.”’ You're not
zoing to mess with me.

What inspired our subject to resort to an act of
physical aggression? Among the celements making up tha
incident, you vay have noticed the fcllowing significant
ones:

(1) The prospzctive victim was percezived as a large
black bully,

(2) Our subicct felt that Lis substantial reputaticn
was at stake,

(3) Our aubject felt that a challenge had been

issued, and

(4) Cur subject viewed himself as loyally supporting
a friaznd,
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You might also have noted the inftial precsence of
chamical stimulation, the psychological role of which is
not cleax. ZLnd in focusinz on the final stage of the
incident, it may have struck you that our subject showed
unacbiguous joy at the considerable damage he had in-

flicted, and felt zood about the presuned sclidification
3 [

g

o

Mow let us turn ¢c an incident involving the same

subject, geveral years later, in a tavern. He relates

St 1 was down here at the Tulip Reon and 1 was drunk

on wine, and I can't drmnk wine, nan, at all, I get
mean, you know, go sut of my mind, ‘orr :t what I'nm doing.
And I was with my boss's son and we'd bzan out ernklng
wine and hitting al1 the bars and drinking whlakey too.
Pretty juiced. W' re in there, you know, “and it was
packed, and it was with a colored dude and he was giving
off one of these impressions again, you know. Typlcal
loud-mouthed type. For some reason there, I just can't
communicate with then at all. I have no patience with
them. 4nd he walked by me and pcked me out of the way,
walked right up front and I thought, "That's the way it
goes,” you know. I was mad, and we stood there for
about, I guess, about ten minutes or something, and

we were 501nv to leave and he was coming back and he
poked wy boss's son cut of the _way, and was coming like he
was going to do it to me, and I just fired on him and
decked him. And that was it. A4nd averybody jumped on
us, you know, and i1 split,

I: You were drinking wine?

8: Yeh, wine's the cnly thing that'll do that to me. And
I think what it was is he pushed me back to what was

going on in the penitentiary, you kniow, This kind of
disgusted me.

I: The guy was a bully?
S:  Well, that's what he was doirg, you know, Pushing

people ocut of the way, growing a little gzoatee and all
that; you know, and losking like cone th1ng clse.
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I: Was he pushing other people nxound?

2:  Yeh, he ,vas bumping into everyrody, man, you know.
And he wasn't 1oud-ua1k1qg or nothing, you know, but he--
I could see it in him, /And I think it flasked me back to
the penitentiary whick was an unpleasant thing. And

this brought my anger on more and thon, whon I seen

that he was going to bunp into me, I just blew it complete
and tried to smash what I seen.

=~
LE]

You wanted £o hurt him?

Yeh, I would have really wasted him, but I got jumped

[B I
T owe
.

I have selected thic incideni for you becausz in
addition to illustrating ocur standard fiuding that motives
arce replicated, it coutainsg an even more Cramatic form
cf patterning--cne of causal connsctaednass Loetween
incidents. You'll also notice that cur subject showed
signs of insight into his own pattera--a form of psycholc-
gical activity that we promote in all our intervicws.

I might add that eventually my collaborator and I hope

to build on this type of awareness. Ue expect that the

active understanding, by a violent person, of his own

viclence can become a first step in a tailor-made progranm
ssigned to help hiim to respond nom-viclently in new

situations.

Before closing this descriptica of our research,

I must mention one last type of pattern with which wo
have been concerned~-that of social intersections. This
is the type of evaent created by the collision of two

2

personal patterns; it iz an act c¢f violence produced when

1?



two violence-prone persons meet, and 2ack serves as an

o

instigator for the other, 1t is the typz of cutcome you

get when you combine two persons whio--in the words of onc
officer in the Oakland Police Department--"are programned
for each other and press each other's button.”

I hepe you den't misunderstand me to assert that I

°

deny the existonce of blatant aggressors and passive
victims, Unlike the tango, it dcesn't necessarily take
two to produce vislence, What I d¢ naintain is that the

actions of the prospoctive victim mntter, and sometimes

L] .

considerably so. 4nd as I have indicated before, on

a

many occasions the victim is an appreciably more violent
persen than the aggressor.

Let me briefly illustrate the sori of dialectic¢ 1
have besn alluding to, by excerpting from parallel

descriptions of an zncounter between a police officer and

o

a young citizen., The incident starts with the officer
contacting a Negro boy who is sitting on a school yard
Lench late at night. We begin with the boy’s version:

So he said, "What are you dofing here’ I said, "I

was ont ultting hera. So he says, ''Come around
here.” S0 the cetup was that there was a long icnce-
and I was sitting right in the middle of it-with two
doors. And the way it was, we were vight in the
niddle. 8o he said, "Come all the way “around.” And

I said, "I was on ny way toward home. ' 50 he said

he wanted tc tall to me, 5o I said, '"Well, I haven't
dona anythlnf WECnZ3 talk to me r:g?t thrOUﬁh the
fence,” you know. So, he says, "No. Come around here
I want ke talk o you,” Thaen he asked ny name, and

I said, "I haven't done anything wrcng. 1 11 tell
you my name if you tell me what I 2id wrong.”
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50 he goes tack to the car and says, he says
something about a youth or a man into the radio,
Such-~and=-such a street what we were on, ind then ke
comzg back and hu says, “Look, I don't want any

trouble from you Ano I saﬂc, “Look, I don't want
any trouble eithur. 50 he walked £o one end of the
fence, to tha posite side of the fencej; so 1

started walking in the other direction, up to the end
of the bench about ten or £ifteer feet., So, he walks
up that way and I walk back the other way. 50 he
says, 'Listen, hure, I don’t want any trouble from
you.” 1 uﬂ‘d, ‘1 don't want any trouble either,

just tell me what I did wrong and we can talk., 1
haven't done anything wrong

80 he gots into his car and he qrfveu up to one
end of the fence, And all ¢ a sudden I n thinking
to nyueli you Inow, "this is a dumb cop.” I says,
"I'11 just rlay around with him, he's so dumb.” " So
he gets out of his car and ha turns on his flash
lig.t and tie starts running 'ecause I could haar hio
jingling, 3So I started runnlnb to the otner end of
the playurouﬁd and I yelled %o him, “You'll never
catch me this way.”

8o I den't think he know the area too well. Up
around there where I live there's lots of little

alleys and stairways. 3o I ran dewn the hill and down
another street and up this litcle alley....

You'll note that the policeman is parceived as
arbitrary and that he mobilizes a stubborn, resentful
response in our young friend, The boy brings into play
a pattern of aggressive playfulness designed to produce
an evening's amusement for himself and ccasiderable
frustration to the other player. How does the cfficer,
who 1s already upset, respond to this game? We rnwst
turn to the officer's version of the incident for an

anawer to this question. The officer tells us

He gets up off the oenc% and he turns around,
and at this point I think he's either under the
influence of alechol or dope or sonething, cause he's
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got a goofy, dreany look about hin, and he gives e
a little eynical laugh, and tacks up on his feet
facing me, with tho fence vetweea us, and he says,
"Come on in and got nme.”’ Well, az this point I

was ready to go in and get hin. There's two gates.
It's a block lon:, and cne's at the west and of the
school, and the other at the east end cf the school,
1'd walk west, he would walk cact; I'd walk eask,
he'd walk west; and we played this littles same for
about three or four minutes, and I finally walked over
to my car with my one eye on him, and I grabbed the
horn, and told ¢them that I needed another unit there,
1 had somebody in the school yard who refused to
identify himsels or to come cut, So I heard then
dispatch a unit ocut there, and 1 turmed to put the
nike back, and I saw him walking fast away from ne,
which would be north across the schcol yard.

So I get in the car and I blast up to the west
end of thz yard., I ran throuzh th: gate, h2 saw me
and he cheangaed his course and he ran out east, through
the gate, and slammed it as he was running dcwn the
road, and he was laughing like erazy, you know. 4nd
I hear hin yell something about, “You're going to
die,” or sume stupid thing. Well, I'm out the gate,
and he's gone, you know, it's very obvious to me
that I'm never poing to apprehiend him, he was
running like a deer.

So, now, wy vehicle is a bleck away, so 1
run back €0 ny vehicle, get on the radio and I
told them that there was a possible 50-50 loose,
which iz from the Welfare and Institute’s code,
referring tc a person that is mentally unbalancac,
He had y2lled something, that in my opinion, was a
possible threat to ny life, and I think that we
should get somebody up here and £lush him out bafore
he hurts somcbody.

You'll note that the officer feels that ha nust

persevere after havinz made his opening move. He copes

with the boy's playful response by convincing himself

that he is faced with a raving, dangerous, lunatic. He

also concludes that his opponent must be speedily curbed,

This fact has consequences in the naxt scene o

the drama,

i
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which follows when the young man cecides to return and
renew the sport. This second scenc is described as follows

by the officex:

I+ was just a second, and I was cn him. /And
he's turned around facing me, Lut backing away up
the hill., I'm walking at hin like this, you kncw,
talking to him because I honestly believe at this
point that the cuy is a nut. To ccin a phrase
But, anyway, I ccld him, "Lock, kid, now, I do
want to chase you., Come back.” T estimated h
at this time at about 1% years old. He was 16
says, "‘Look, man, what do you want ne for? 1 didn't
do anything.” Well, I says, Lock, if I have to
chase you, there's going tec te a real problem. You
nisht as well ecme over here,” And he s still
backing away, cnly now he's taking a few bigger
steps. And I ;suess I'm about as close as f£rom here
to the cabinct, five or six feet. 5o, then I cone
out with, "Mow, look, I don't want to shoot you.” Vhich
was the classic statement, I didn't have my revolver
out, and I would ncever have taken it out ‘cause,
naturally, a miscdenmeancr {refugsal to identify, 06473
of the Penal Code) is certainly no grounds. But it
did shock hin enough, so that he stopped and said,
"What do you nean, shoot me?” And when he stopped
I grabbed hin by the right arm, 1 pot sort of a
half-nelson on hin, and I'm walking hinm back to the
car, and I says, “"Look, you gat in the car.” And
then the beef starts., He cones out with, "Get your
hands off me, you (obscenity), 1'n not getting in
no polica car.” And the beef's on. The kid was
big, and I don't nind telling you, he gave me one
hell of a hassle. We were all over the strcet.

As you can sz2e, tha officer has parleyed himscelf

-

into a state of f£ear such that he loses control of himself,
and even offers to shoot the youny boy. He then attempts
to physically control the dangercus momster he has
mentally created, all the whils continuing to exaggerata

the nagnitude cf the opposition., This new development, 0f
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course, presents tie Loy with a sowawhat Jdifferent type o

playmate from the "Dush Cop” whom he had originally

e
pl

tacklad, The dawning of thisz dizcovery is traced for us

in the boy's version of the return engagement:

S0 I came up the stairs and socun as I got tack
ont £o the main civeet, vhere the school was, here he
cenes flying down this hill; he almest hits me; he
stops the carj he jumps cut, and I back away. He
says, ”Now, listen hers, vou nut,” o¥ JoJethlng like
that, and he says, "If you iz, or try to et away
again, I'm going to ghoot you,” Well I bavﬁ
fairly good knowledpe of the law, antd 1 know that
you have to have done a felony cr he can't shoot
you., 4And I bhadn't done a felony or anythln but
he looked kind of frightened., So I 1Uut Otood there,
And he says, “Conme get into the car and we'll talk.®
So, 1 knew right than and thexe that that was a lie,
right thera., First of all, Le wants to talk, now
he wants to get w2 into the car, I zaid, "No, I'm
not going to get Wufo the car unless you tell ne
what I did wrong Then he kzeps trying to ask me
ny nane, I wasca' T roing to tell hin my name or
anything, unless I cculd get some understanding why
he wants ne.

So he starts coming toward me, and I can't run
cause he'll shoot ne, so I just stcod there, so he
comes up, rums up to me, and he jumps on ne. You
know, he doesn't have, you kncw, he just cverpowers
ne and gets e 1nto a full-nelson, Well, right
then and there I knew it was hopeless to run or try
to get away, so, you know, Laturally your body s
golng to tense up when som900uy grabs you., S0 1
told hl", Lut ne go. 1'm golng to o over to tha
car and let's talk." 1In the meanting he's really
struggling Wlth e and I'm trying to tell him to
let me g0, I'm willing to talk. ALl of a sudden he
pets this attitule that I'm 5&zo nge. atrong as a
horse,” his exact words. He said, "He's strong as
an ox (or horsea).'

1

The tables bhave turned, and it iz now thz boy who

perceives the officar as irrational., In fact, later in the



interview hie refers to the point oI his return as an

experience of discovary. He tells us:

T was feeling pretty good right then cause I
fipgured, "This cop, he's dunb. I haven't done any-
thinz wrong, I should give him trouble; he was giving
ne trouble, I should give him trouble.,” But, then,
after he crabbed me, I says, 'Ch, no. This can't be,
it's all over now. We'rve throusgh playing games,; 1
have to talk to hinm, now., He ncans business.”

At this juncture, both nen ave suffused with panic,
and have become unable to transact business with each
other. Whereas the Loy feels ready to throw in the
sponge, the officer conceives of himself as engaged in
a desperate fight to the death, The lines of communication

by this time are nomexistent, We turn to the officer's

3 Lo

eseription of this final dJdebacle:
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S50, then I weally start putting the heat on
hin. 4And he starts bucking a ligelzs bit, All you
can haar out of nim, “You're chokingz me.” See, but
he's starting to slow down a little bit. So 1
figure, well, chis is it. Boy, I'm getting tired,
I'm either yoing to have to do him in now, or £orget
about it. So, I gave it all I had and finally put
the kid on the rround.... As I recall, T had exerted
so much strength, that ny left arm, I couldn't cven
unfold ny hand the nuscles were so cramped UPe... And
this is what it took to get the kid down. And he's
put into the car. That was the incident.

So far, we have seen how two persons may interact

to produce violence, but we have not yet shown that

these persons nay have reacted typically. In order to




illustrate this poing, consider the following incident

oy
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involving the same officer, at a ¢imz when the latter

I=te

s sexrving as custodian of a police paddy wagon. The

3

n this excerpt is discucsing a prisoner who had
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been arrested for prowling:

He didn’t give the reporting officer, the
arresting officer any trouble whatsoever, completely
cooperativae. Juiet, hardworking man, type thing
cver-all. Obvicusly from his hands, you know,
the man worked. I opened the Jdoor of the patrol
car; we got to the wagon, and 1 says, “All right,
step out of the car,” I said, "Put your hands up on

the back of the wagon.'" "What for?® ¥I want to
search you.”" "I haven't got aaything on me,” and he
starts to go into the wagon. 1've zot one side

open and I pulled him back, and I said, "You're

going to ba seavched.” Naturally, anybcdy that

pets in my car, now, is searched, And I don't care
if he has been searched fifty thousand times, you
know, exagperating a bit., IF he's petting in ny

car, wvhen L't iuside with hin, he's going to be
searched, This is a common good safety practice,
That's it, He refuses to put his hands up on the
back of the wagon., So I grabbed his big ripght paw
and I slap it up on the back of the wagon, and ny
partnexr's pot the other one, and we scarched him,

He's not strugzling., He's jerking a little bit,

but it's all foxr the crowd which ie about 30 strong
now, You kinow, shucking and iiving individuals,
teen-~agers. 1 said, “All right. Get in the wapon
and sit up froni.” He turns arcund and he has one step
on the wagon. Be steps up on it, and he says, "What?®
"Get in the wagon and sit dovm up fromt,' you know,

If we have to stop fast and somebedy's in the back,
it's kind of painful, you know, He turns around

and he says, "You make ne get in.” This is typical..,
Anyway, he turns arcund facins me up on this one step
and I say, "All right, now, et in.,” I'm going to
push him back and close the door, The man is

immensae, and I don't particularly want to fight him,
At this poiant, he grabbed me by my badge and my shirt,
and yanks me, and I went right over that top step

and right intc the wagon. We're both inside now,

In fact, both my shins were skinned, in that I

didn't step on the step, I went right over the top



of it. And the L22f's cn. want to do is
set out of thet wagitie.e 1 ong. of Lb@ﬂa
rubber balls on tha end of
throwing me around like not

_inally, I give a big yank, 1il: this, and PO

comes in on top of ma, and I whaeck ny head cn the
lock up on the fromt of the wagon, and T can feel the
blood trickling cown my nceck, So I ;lbured, “”ﬂllow,
the hell with you,” 1 was mac--ﬂn'vy I don't think
I was mad, My head was split open. I put Lhe Wwooa
to him as much as I could,

You will nota that the officer is a
in the face of cbvious dancer signals; that hizs inflexi-
bility and his tendency to classify people again produce
an inevitable clash; that he gees himcelf again as a

a

glant-killer, and that he again resorts to aextreme force

5]
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in a moment of panic, To completc thz rarallcl, consider
the brief after-vlay which oceurred ceveral minutes later,

whiile the wagon was under way.

fella,
ce
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So we' re oing in, and he says, “Whit
omeday you're solng to he alene on that street, and
'm going to Lill you.” And 1 tell him, "Mr, Smith,
f you cver aven look like you've goirng to kill me,
o) 001nb £o put one richt through the middle of
your head.” Not ashamed to admit ift., ¢Cold hard
facts, Mr. Smith can break my arms ofi and serve
them to his Laﬂlly for dlnner if k2 wants to, and
I won't £ight hin again; I'11 kill hin first,

= e 02

In case you arc curious about the boy who had assaulied
this officer, I might tell you that he has been expellad

o~

from several schocls, in avery casc for fights involving
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©

rious Jdamage to other children. Typically, these fights

started with persistent harassment of an opponent, in a




cunulatively degencrating gam
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What then, can we say--by way of Zinal surmary--

=

about the patternins of viclence? Firsit, 1 have tried to
sugcest that in certain explosive situations (such as
contacts between police officers and suspects) stereotyped
inter-personal dilermas can produce relatively homogenzous
nanifestations of violence. I have further suggested that
persons in whom violence is replicated become successivaly
violent in roughly equivalent ways, because their violence
is a function of rclatively permenent persconality traits
and dispositions. Lastly, I have attenpted to show how
variations on viclent thenes may emerge through the

dialectic inter-action of psycholcooical constants.
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Appendix A

It looks as if the main fights or at least the most dramn-
tic s2ts of sequencas of fights occur with this man when
hz wants to amusz himself or himsz21lf and othcors by spon-
taneoucly attacking casual victims whom he lLappens to en-
counter. One fairly spectacular sequence cof this kind
consicsts of him pulling drivaers out of cars thait patroniza
a drive-in and assauliting them pl yu“cglly. 4And anothear
sequence occurs azs he and a frisnd go from ona party to
another on a wackend, antagonizins pzople. In the coursz
of this expedition they assault gas ctation attendants,
their host in one of the partizsz, and a szt of guasis who
happen to arrive on thi2 scene at another.

2 somawnat carae-
sion in such a
situation looks

lass in baiting sevﬂral peoplQ in cucces
way that by the time he's finished, his
precarious to an ouizider

While in prison, the subject appears &o b

The role of others in this man's invelvement is not always
the same., In come situatiouns thavz 713 team work involvad
and he appears to enjoy a kind of camaraderie with ancther
vioclant individual, And there I3 ¢ e taam spivit in this
kind of sport. 1Im other situation: ho's an zntertainar,
acting for an audizncz. In still other instances he ;23
Limself into a violenca~pronz situation, counting apparent-
lyv with the support of paople wbo, assessing this same
situation, decide that they don't wish to become invelvad,
And then he proceads anyway, since hie has, at this point,
no real option. There also appenrs tc be some tendancy
Zor him to gain an unj tuctified “eelilg of immunity. That
is, it looks as if k2 doas not take very care ful stock of
the odds in saveral of tbe situations in which h=z encountaxs
violence,

|-.-|

Anothﬂr point is that aftur the cagquence c¢f evenis begl
he won't back cut, he won't changa his strategy until “h
aither knocked out or the fight's over,

It also appears as if, in at lﬁaut somz of thz situaticns
with this indiv:i dual tbﬁ word “strategy” isn't as appli-
cable as th2 word, “'game That is, there £3 a kind of
gpirit of enjoyment and 12 avity about the proceaedings, And
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it is as if he doesn't take account cf the fact that ¢
victim may mot share the enjoyment as wmuch as he and hi:
friends do. (Althou.lx in at leazt ~ne instance, the
enjoyment was so infectious that the one victim gets into
the spiric of the gane before he was flattenad.) There
appears to be some evidence here that at lzast in the
majority of instances, violence for this man might ba an
end in itself, The clearcst situation where this occurs
is at a party where the guests discover that another set
of puests is arriving, arnd cur hers announces that who-
ever they are, he's peing to lick them. And as soon as
the first of the new zroup of guests arrives, our friend
hits him in the face with a mop that he happens to have
been mopping the floor with.

Appendix B

This man can be classified by his pattern as a rep-derender,
Interestingly enough, this is exactly th2 label the man
gives himself, There seems to be a very consistent pattern
here, over innumerablzs incidents in which there's always

a chorus and there's the struggle of the good guy versus
the bad guy an< the bHad guy is always bizger, uglier, and
the good guy is always, at first, the underdog. The good
guy is the more polistied, has better manners, respects

his mether ketter, talks nicer to givrls, probably dances
better. He manages too, in gpite of having innumerable
physical conflicts, to be liked by friends, znemies,

and the law.

He shows considerable ability, hers, to time what he dces
in a given sequence in ways that will reinforce the role.
That is, he doesn't just wildly blurt out with aggressicn
at the first incitement or the first accusation of any
kind. He doesn't retreat from an incident that would let
him look like a coward, or be perceived as a coward, but
he can delay making Lis motions. Hz can even stand by and
watch one of his own race very badly Geaten up by a larse
group of people from another race, and his cues are more
than just that the crowd hasn't arrived yet, the audience
hadn't arrived yet, :tut when the audience does arrive,
then he does get involved in the acticn,

One senses a man who is always on stage, and that the

stage is a very real place for him. Again, this is the

thenme he states he is playing, and it seems like he can
document it very well,
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This man is under 5'6", small but muscular and quick in

reactions. And it seems that the rep he's trying to
maintain is that of =2 lirtle giant-killer. And he manages
to set everybody up as a giant, even if the guy might not
see himself as a glant. Another point that has been brought
out is the importance the man places on having everybody
like him and everybody see him as a good guy, including the
giants that he whips. And this comes into every pattern:

he carries the sequence out until he eventually shows that
the guy is now a good friend of his.

Appendix C

This man's pattern appears to be onz of taking advantage
of others through procedures such as cheating in gambling,
short-changzing, blatantly running cut on his wife, in-
forming, and cventually using up his eredit with the
victims of his cheating efforts. He trises rather clumsil
to ward off any open attack or roprisal, but when corncere
does fight. Once he zengses that hie night have the upper
hand in the fight, he becomas extra aggressive and extra
vicious. There's some feeling there of having lost
status by haviag the fact that he was trying to cheat
uncovered. He may be trying to get back scme sense of his
own machood or gome sanse of his cwn worch by being over-
aggressive in a situation where he can look scmewhat
powerful,

b
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In the sequence of events, it seems that once he is caught
and people are ready to accuse hin, or it's blatantly
clear that he's been cheating, he isn't able to confess

or he doesn't just run off and terminate the game, but
that he still tries to deny, and this leads to his getting
in a corner, with the aggression coming out in the victims,
and the ultimate conilict.

This aspect in the pattern comes ocut in the interviewing
process also, because in most instances one has to infer
the dishonesty from circumstantial cvidence. For instance,
the police mysteriously arrive after his wife has damagped
two of his teeth with no mention of his having done any-
thing to her, and in two cascs in which he is attacked after
having gambled, there's no mention of any possible provo-
cation for these attacks, although it is obvious he must
have been cheating. /And in an incident in the prison
stockade, the first indication we have of his having been
an informer, is that somebody comes and calls him a snitch
after which, as usual, he gets vicious.




Appendices D and E

Sanmple Irmate Interviewer Comments
Relating to Immate Intervicwees

Arpendix D

Llthough the subject came to the interview in his work
clothes, which were covered with paint, it is obvious
that he takes pride in his appearance. His build is
stocky and he stays in shape by constant exercise. He
has a harelip and numercus scars on his face.

Bacause the subject has not been involved in an act of
violence for almost three years, it would seem that he
has, as he claims, undergone a changa., In his own words,
“"I've only been thinking for about fwe years. I used o
be a low-rider and talk myself into being stupid. I've
got purpose now.'w The subject's story is best described
in hiz own words.

“When I was a kid I had no hone life; no discipline. I
could go and come and do what I wanted to. I've always
been envious cf peorle who had a kome and not just a
house. A home is where you get love and concern. To
compensate I went to the street and joined a clique. A
group of guys was ny home, ny family, becausz we could
depend on each other. There was little verbal communi-
cation as there was no need for any. We understood how
each other felt. Communication isn't dependent on words,
but on feelings. I joined the Hell's Angels and had to
prove 1 was somebody by whipping people. Then it became
fun. I did a lot of crude things; things I wouldn't even
want my mother to know. I guess I was just a boy-man.
Finally I got in trouble and went to jail and found these
same clique-friends. I guess this was one of my biggest
mistakes, running with guys who acceptad me without
really knowing me. 1'd play my tough guy role and they'd
accept me,"

"1 started to change when 1'd see a guy on the yard do
something stupid...and I'd think to myself, 'What a
stupid punk', Then, maybe a week later, I'd find myself
doing the same thing. Of course at first T wouldn't admit
that I was a punk tco,”

“The biggest thing that happened was when I walked away
from a fight the fivsct time. The £feeling; was between
being a coward, and that 1'd done the richt thing. One
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thing, though, I cculdn®t explain these feelings to any of
the guys I know,”

irparently the subject needed new friends to support his
riewly acquired values.

“When I started tc avoid trouble I discovered that I could
et along with the people I had been hasseling with., If

I couldn't, then I could always walk away without losing
face. I started looking at myself personally; ny actions,
and the way I talked tc people. I scon realized that many
of my past actions had been my fault.”

“It's easy to think of doing the right thing, but it's
still hard at times for me to dc the right thin I had
to learn to say, 'pardon me,’ 'excuse me,' and
sorry, it was my fault'. I guess too, I developed a sense
gf humor rather than bheing hard faced.

‘I've had my problems with custody too. I guess they
just don't believe that peogle can change, or that they
may want to. A lot of the 'bulls' try to hold you down
from being a man by using their b»all point pen. But

now I know that there are even some zood 'bulls'.,

Besides, it never did do much good for g to curse them
out or talk out of the side of my wmouth.,”

“Now, I have to continue to practice my new way of )
living, and learn to judge what I'm doing. And I will.”

$i'm

Appendix E

The subject is chubiy, dark-complacted, and has the
distinctive aquiline nose, prominent cheek bones, and
coarse black hair of an Indian. He has a disfiguring
scar on his upper lip that gives one the impression of
his having a perpetual sneer. He rarely smiles, and when
he does it is only facially,

There is, between the interviewers, two different interpre-
tations as to the mctivation of the subject's violence.

Cne interpretation seems to be influzcnced by the subject's
storied loquacicusnescs rather than the incidents them-
selves. Is the subject's behavior, as he clainms, the
result of his being an Indian leader, and having to
intercede in their bchalf, or is it because of his need

to establish a personal reputation as a prison tough guy?

I choose the latter interpretaticnj an interpretation baszed
on how the subject has behaved, not how he thinks he has
behaved., His behavior speaks for itself, and it is this
physical language that must be interpreted, not the words
that are being shaped by the subject's psychological mech-
anisms.
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subject is an Indian,

We can't discount the fact that the
a s cna, and he thinks
I

He looks like cne, he was raisaed a
like one. 4n Indian Functions within the rigid framcwork
of rules. "There are family codes, tribal codes, and
Indian laws,” is how ke puts it. But there is also another
link in the sequence that must be coasidered. 4 joint code
that he is well aware of. '"'The cons have their own rules,
and ong of them is that they step on the weak.,” The subject
has already learned that unity is power. On the reserva-
tion his brother is a sub-chief and a member of the tribal
council, "'Our family ran the rescrvation. We did what-
ever we wanted to aud no one ever messaed with us.” The
subject has to belong and his attitude, which is domineering
and demanding, dictates that the method to use is violence.
In prison, the Indians that the subject begins to asso-
ciate with just happen to be low-riders. Zven though he
%s gell versed in Indian culture he is not accepted as a
eader.

1%

The first incident that the subject becomes involved in
is the rat-packing ¢f an Indian child-molester in order
to ostracize and puanich the molester, and also to sclid-
ify his position among the low-riders. So, rather than
being a leader of these Indians, he is using his Indian
blood to further his own ends., He wants to be a tough
con, somecne to be feared and resvected., “The new guys
that come in, nc onz knows about them.” "Once you get a
reputation you have to protect it.” The above statenents,
and others similar in nature, were made by the subject
during the course of the interview. There, significance
is self-evident.

How does the subject fo about building a reputation? As

he says, fighting for home-boys, and interceding for other
Indians? No. OF the 10 incidents=-~actually &, because

#1 and #9 are the same-=#6 no violence occurred; #2
invclved helping a £riend, although the details weres

vague; #7 was a fight of his own wmaking; #9 he was attacked,
and #10 was the rat-packing incident. The remaining four
involved custody. He was proudest of #8., In regards to
this incident the fcllowing dialcpue oeccurred.

I: Do you think this incident helped your reputation?

i

D

o

It sure as hell did, I knocked down the Captain,

-
-e

How did you feel just before you knocked him down?

N

Like a big man,
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I: During?
33 1 sure am doing 1t right this tine.
I: Now?

2

5t Pretty funny,

The subject is also proud of the fact that at one time
ke had spat on the warden.

Obviously the subject feels that these things scare peorle,
when in fact they are childish and impress only those

who would do the same thing to build what they consider

to be a feared reputatiocn,

Why use custody? Although there are certainly cases in
which custody has beaten convicts, they don't generally
beat anyone to death. They don't stab or maim, and
rarely hospitalize their victims. The extent

Oof damage is usually a few lumps, perhaps a few scars,
and the realigmaent ¢f gome teeth. For the subject, the
advantages far outweiph the disadvantages, as he is able
to build a reputation on these beatings, and without
seriously cendangering his own life, We must resolve the
inconsistencies betwzen what the sulject says and his
tehavior.

The word circulates that he has Sought with the ‘bulls',
implying that he will juap on a convict with lictle
provocation. The facts are never pursued, but accepted
prima facie, because those who pass on these rumors and
xaggerations are the very ones who are most impressed by
them. The rumor returns and the subject beginsg to
believe his own yard reputation. These seeds need only to
be planted; they will be cultivataed by the rumor-mongzers,

Cur subject has completed the building of his reputation,
petty though it is, and now he and his low-rider friends
can observe and honor it, Not that the econs on the yard
do, but the subjiect £22ls that they do, and this is all
that really matters, If anything he is tolerated, not

respected and fearad as he would like,



